
 

 

 

          April 22, 2016 

 

Dear GWES Parents/Guardians and Staff, 

As you have heard via backpack mail, email blast, and Facebook, the PTO is hosting an event on April 29th at 

McKenzie’s to raise money for our Outdoor Classroom project. This event is an opportunity to learn about 

STEAM as well as meet other GWES parents.  

WHAT IS STEAM? 

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) is an interdisciplinary approach to 

learning where academic concepts are paired with real-world issues that allows students to use science, 

technology, art, engineering, and mathematics to develop solutions making the connection between school, 

community and industry. STEAM is hands-on, interactive and fun because it allows students to solve a problem 

by creating “real-world" solutions that are generally "physical" (usually models) in nature.  STEAM is also 

applicable to all types of learners because it is focuses on the natural ways that people learn and also enables 

students to work in a collaborative environment within the school and the community.    

WHAT IS THE GWES OUTDOOR CLASSROOM PROJECT? 

This will be the first Great Valley (in fact the first in Pennsylvania) “Outdoor Classroom” designed from the 

ground up to facilitate the delivery of a STEAM based curriculum.  Upon completion, which will happen in 

phases over the course of a few years, this outdoor classroom will include the latest in technology and has the 

goal to include topics such as Solar Energy, Hydroponics, Greenhouse Fundamentals, Water Conservation and 

more!  In order to accomplish these goals, we need to continue to raise funds for each of the phases. Plans will 

be on display at the “Parents Night Out” event and then hung on the PTO bulletin board in the cafeteria. 

WHY DONATE? 

We began fundraising for this classroom two years ago with the Booster-thon event! We raised $20,000 towards 

this project!! While this is a huge accomplishment, we are continuing to fundraise! We are talking about 

fundraising through having engraved bricks, fence posts, and benches as options to have your family’s name 

become a part of the permanent Outdoor Classroom. While we are not ready to present these options, keep in 

mind they will be coming!  At our Parent’s Night Out event on April 29th at McKenzie’s, there will be Silent 

Auction items such as a Ride to School in a Police Car or Fire Truck, tickets to Disney, a tasting for 8 at Alba, a 

week of Patriot Pride Soccer camp, and much more. All profits from the event will also go towards the 

fundraising efforts. 

 

 



HOW CAN YOU HELP? 

We will need to complete this project in phases. We have initial plans drawn that were donated at cost by a 

GWES parent that is an architect. We are working with local building supply companies and corporations to 

donate materials and funds. We are looking into grant writing as well.  

We know we are surrounded by a great community with many talents, so if you are able to donate a skill or 

experience that aligns with this project, please reach out directly to Susan Costalas, the Outdoor Classroom 

committee chairperson. We welcome anyone who would like to join these meetings to learn more and support 

the project. In order to build upon the outdoor classroom we will need to dedicate more materials and funds.  

Phase I of the classroom is planned for September 2016 and is in memory of Sara McHatton, a former 

General Wayne student. 

WHAT DO WE NEED? 

We need to have a strong turn out to this event, so we are asking all teachers and students to get involved in 

marketing this event. The PTO will sponsor an ice cream treat at lunch for EVERY CHILD if we 

collectively sell 100 tickets prior to the event! We know that there are a lot of requests out to our parents 

already, but this project will benefit the students for years to come. Please help us in advertising and driving this 

event. 

We appreciate your support. If you have any questions, please reach out to a member of the PTO. 

 

  Thank you, 

 

 

Terri Cappelli Bonnie Citron 

  

 GWES PTO President 

 

GWES Principal 


